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He says a new plan is being worked on to 
deal with the problem but will not go into 
details. 

It is estimated that Afghanistan produces 
75% of the world's illegal opium 
Back in Kabul, Mr Rumsfeld will be 
reviewing the United Nations 
preparations for the elections and meet 
Mr Karzai and Defense Minister 
Mohammad Fahim. who is backing one 
of Mr Karzai's rivals for the presidency 
The US has been careful not to give open 
backing to Mr Karzai. saying it would 
work with whoever was chosen by the 
Afghan people. 

Prior to arrival. Mr Rumsfeld praised the 
registration process, under which about 
nine million Afghans have been put on 
electoral lists. 

"If those numbers prove out. that's an 
enormously successful registration 
process." he said 

Mr Rumsfeld is accompanied on his trip 
by America's most senior sen mg officer, 
the Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. General Richard Myers. 

They are meeting local US commanders 
and. according to US defense officials, 
there is a major review of US strategy 
underway 

One result of this visit, they say. is likely 

i 

to be an acceleration of efforts to train 
and equip the Afghan army and security 
services. 

Mr Rumsfeld said in his previous stop. 
Oman, that the US did expect more 
attacks by the Talcban during the election 
period. 

He said: "Is the Taleban still active in the 
neighboring areas'.' Sure. That's just a 
fact. Are they going to end up being 
successful'.’ No. They arc going to end up 
losing." 


Mr. Candidate! 

What are Your 
Wrking Plans? 


The open political air and enjoying the 
democracy caused that for the first time the 
way was paved for presidential elections 
Some of our compatriots have candidate 
themselves for obtaining the post of 
presidency, and have also elected their vice- 
presidents on the basis of their personal 
backgrounds and some specific advisability. 

As the candidates hope to be known and state 
their viewpoints in the media, people are also 
expecting to know'; in case these candidates 
want to get the power and make orders on the 
nation, which achievements would they gift 
to our country; which in a very critical phase 
of the history is still facing the tough 
accidents 

During the last weeks what we heard from 
the candidates of the presidential post and 
their y spokesmen from the media, are 
completelv unimportant and anonymous 
standpoints, which cannot state their 
economical, political and social viewpoints, 
and might be said it is a reason for the 
vulnerability and inaccessibility of the 
interviewers of the medias to ask the 
candidates of their opinions and show the 
people that on the basis of which methods 
can they practically implement their 
programs. 

People want the candidates, who want these 
people to vote for them and help them obtain 
the presidency, to know the plans, programs 
agendas and mechanisms they will use to 
prevent the problematic situation that created 
problems for the governments and 
responsible 

People do not believe in untrue promises 
anymore and are requiring practical 
implementations. 

The former governments were properly and 
improperly regular on different advisability 
and have achieved nothing for the people and 
in the best interest of the nation 
During the last three years the arguments and 
advisability have created a series of problems 
for the government, in the result not only big 
and efficient projects were not accomplished, 
but also have missed too many public- 
benefiting and welfare works That is why 
people cannot do any of their works without 
giving bribes in a governmental office 
With all the trials and propagations no 
security could be brought to the people and 

Democracy is brining about the conviction 
that all the candidates including President 
Karzai, who is also a candidate of the 
upcoming elections, should give details about 
their plans and agendas they may implement 
after the elections 

Because people hope the forthcoming 
government to avoid all the policies and 
advisability which caused the previous 
governments face inconfidence and 
unsatisfaction, and the government officials 
should work as the real servants of the people 
and should not pay any attention to any 
personal or ethnical relationships, 
indeed people are expecting to know that 
how much the forthcoming government gives 
value to deserveness as a basic principal 
Because with the ignorance of these values, 
we cannot vote those, who in link with 
advisability and for obtaining more votes and 
gaining this position, disregard the national 
benefits and national interests. 


US Defence Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld has arrived in 
Afghanistan for talks ahead 
of the country's 9 October 
presidential elections. 

He has tra\eled to the eastern city of 
Jalalabad and will later meet President 
Hamid Karzai and the defense minister 
Hours before Ins \isit. he said a new plan 
was being prepared to deal with the drugs 
trade in Afghanistan 

Mr Karzai will face 17 candidates in 
Afghanistan's first democratic 
presidential election. 

Mr Rumsfeld flew to Jalalabad by 
helicopter to \isit a US provincial 
reconstruction team - one of the small 
military groups deployed in the regions 
to try to encourage stability and 
humanitarian efforts. 


maker making a documentary family had emigrated 

Jr .about women if Afghanistan, said During that tune she established an 

dial Ms Joy a had been "remarkably orphanage and health clinic, and 
bra\c" because some of those at was soon a vocal opponent of the 
J00& D the loya jirga had guns and were Talcban 

v TllllW w z sitting just feet in front of her However she was spurred into 

Hi But Ms Joy a said that she had felt action when she first saw the 

11%™* "ISIMIIIIIIISIb vcr 5 strongly that she had to capital. Kabul, and how badly it 

Wf attend, especially because die had been destroyed 

mcc, * n S attracted global media "I saw the misery of the people." 

received protection from the l ggy j SI 

Ms Joya received death threats as she was speaking i 0 ^ntcii out for her. and that when 

An Afghan social worker Making a speech such as she did at her house was recently attacked she recalled, 
who publicly demanded the loya jirga was highly risky as a her neighbors forced the intruders "When those people put their trust 
that former warlords be number of those she was attacking away by throwing stones. in inc and elected me as their 

taken to court has told were in the audience. "The people in power won’t representative. I decided to bring 

the BBC she expects to Human rights group Amnesty , who tolerate hearing the truth, they can’t their suffering to the world's 
be killed. monitored the meeting, said that stand it." she said attention - so that the world would 

Malalai Jova received a number of the lmic that "some present were "I have received many death know that even thought the men 

death threats alter interrupting the heard to say that they would kill threats. After I spoke at the loya and women of Afghanistan have 

lovu prga (grand council) seven the woman. while others jirga. they even attacked my house, had to live in ignorance and 

months ago with her criticism of intervened to protect her." "Even now. seven months later, poverty for many years, they don't 

the mujahideen But Ms Joya was unrepentant my family isn't safe." trust the mujahideen." 

However she has continued lo about her actions. ’ She added that she was used to And she called on the government 

press her case against the former "I* "«is my people's plight which intimidation, after being threatened to show "decisiveness" once the 
rulers of Afghanistan - earlier this made me come to this point," she "again and again" by the Talcban forthcoming elections are 

month she. together with a said when she started her work in the completed 

delegation of 50 tribal ciders. "I have met a lot of different country in l‘J9X after returning "Any president must help the 

persuaded President Hamid Kar/ai people through my work with from Pakistan and Iran where her people, who have so much 

to dismiss a provincial governor NCiOs and I have verv painful optimism." she argued 

who was a former Taleban memories of llie hardship that is |||||» "With the support of the 

commander inflicted upon them by different international forces, they must 

"I know that if not today, then mujahideen parties, by those who tackle the warlords with great 

probably tomorrow I will be pretend lo be democratic but have ’ determination 

physically annihilated." Joya lold only returned lo the political scene "These people are snakes in the 

BBC World Service's Outlook lo deceive our people again." i sleeves of the government Onlv if 

program She said she had known at the lime U 'W-,- Iok A % iflllli the government tackles them liead- 

"Bui the voice of protest will dial speaking could cost her life. ' on will we see a brighter future. 

continue, because it is the v oice of and she was aware of the risks . -.mtMmm .m "if they don't there w ill-be more 

the people of my country " Meena Nanji. an American film- adJocate ^women's nqto blllcr and diirk dn - vs ahead." 
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The chairman of (lie Joml Elccloral 
Management Body said il had received 
115 objections to 11 of the original 
candidates 

He stiid each person had been given a 
chance to respond to the complaints 
against them before a decision was made 
Three candidates "were to be rejected for 
failure to comply with the nomination 
procedures", a the body stud. Two others 
w ithdrew from the race on Monday 
The three men with the most complaints 
raised against them, according to the 
electoral body, remain on the final list - 
they arc Mr Dostum. Mr Mohaqiq and 
another Hazara leader. Karim Kluilih. 
who is Mr Kar/ai's number two running 
male. 


Election officials have 
approved 18 candidates for 
landmark presidential 
elections due on 9 October. 

Poll organizers rejected three of the 
original 23 hopefuls. Two pulled out. 
President Hamid Kar/ai is the fav orite 
but faces strong challenges from three 
main contenders, all of w hom made it 
through the vetting process. 

The vote was twice pul off because of 
voter registration problems and 
violence by militants opposed the 
administration in Kabul. 

Candidates had to prov e they have the 
support of at least ll).(KK) v oters under 
the rules of the presidential elections, 
which is being jointly supervised by 
Afghans and officials from the United 
Nations. 

j With so many candidates standing. 

questioned 


delivering drugs to those need to be trained to 
in need and insecticide- recognize the symptoms 
treated bed nets to and administer drugs, 
those at greatest risk. Leishmaniasis occurs in 
The program is expected different forms. Whereas 
to begin later this coetaneous 
month. leishmaniasis is painful 

"This is a unique and debilitating, rarer 


powerful Defense Minister Mohammed 
Qasim Faliim and the Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Abdullah 

The trios arc all ethnic Tajiks from 
northern Panjshir valley, and arc senior 
members of the Northern Alliance that 
joined with US-led troops to topple the 
Taleban in 2001 

General Dostum is expected to win the 
support of the Uzbek and Turkmen ethnic 
minorities in the north 
Mr Mohaqiq has a loyal following among 
the Sliia Hazaras of central Afghanistan 
and is also likely to get many v otes from 
Hazaras still living as refugees in Iran and 
Pakistan 

A lone woman candidate. Dr Massouda 
Jalal. was also approved 


some observers 
whether Mr Karzai. a member of the 
majority Pashtun ethnic group, can win 
in the first round and avoid a run-off 
[Observers say his strongest opponents 
are Uzbek general Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, former education minister 
Yunus Qanuni and Hazara leader 
Mohammed Mohaqiq 
Mr Qanuni has the backing of the 


Immediate action 
planned for 

leishmaniasis 
sufferers in 

Afghanistan. 

The World Health 
Organization has 

launched an emergency 
operation in Kabul to 
halt the spread of 
coetaneous 

leishmaniasis, a 

debilitating skin 

condition. 

Around 67,500 people in 
Kabul suffer from the 
disfiguring disease, 
which is caused by a 
single-celled parasite 
and spread by the 
phlebotomine sand fly 
(Phlebotomus sergenti). 

The insects bite exposed 
areas of skin at night, 
transmitting the people so deserve to see throat cavities and 

parasite and causing improvements in their wreck internal organs, 

painful lesions, health," says Philippe Such varieties are often 

Sufferers can have Desjeux, head of the fatal, 

hundreds of lesions on WHO's leishmaniasis Collectively, the 

their face, legs and control program. diseases are now 

arms A much-needed € routinely found in 88 

Although the disease is 200,000 (US$250,000) countries across five 

not fatal, people become cash injection from the continents, with an 

stigmatized because of Belgian government will estimated 350 million 
it. In Muslim countries, ensure that most of people at risk, 
such as Afghanistan, Kabul's leishmaniasis Around 1.5 million new 
affected women are sufferers receive drug cases of cutaneous 

often forbidden to treatment. The two leishmaniasis occur 

breast-feed or have sex. most common every year. Up to 90% 

Afghanistan's once- therapies, Glucantime of these occur in 

effective control and Pentostam, can Afghanistan, Brazil, 

program has been heal lesions, although Iran, Peru, Saudi Arabia 
destroyed by 20 years of the physical and and Syria, 

conflict. Experts now emotional scars remain. The Kabul program is 
warn that, without Some 16,000 bed nets spearheaded by the 
intervention/ the will offer protection to Massoud Foundation 

epidemic could spiral out some 30,000 people, and HealthNet 

0 f control. These will be offered to international as well as 

The collaboration led by those most at risk: the the WHO. It is well 
the WHO aims to families and neighbors timed, as it aims to 
dramatically reduces the of infected • people, curtail the spread of the 
incidence of Around 4% of Afghans disease during the peak 

leishmaniasis in less are infected by transmission season of 
than two years, by leishmaniasis, and Kabul September to October. 


US Completes Prison 
Review in Afghanistan 


18 Candidates 
to Run in 

Presidential Election 


KABUL. (RFE/RL)- said to have quit 
Electoral commission voluntarily while two 
announced the names of failed to produce 

18 candidates who have ev idence of support from 
qualified to run for the 10.000 eligible voters as 
presidenev in the required by the Afghan 
country's first post- election law 

Taliban presidential Official List of 
election. RFE/R.L s Presidential 1 andidates 
Afghan Service reported. • Mohammad Muhaqiq 
Candidates approved by • Ahmad Shah Ahmadzai 
the Joint Electoral • Abdul Latif Pidrarn 
Management Body • Ghulam Farooq Nijrabi 

include Transitional • Abdul Hafez Mansoor 
Authoritv President • Abdul Satar Sirat 
Hamid Karzai and his • Dr Masooda Jalal 

chief rival. former • Abdul Hadi Khalilzai 

education minister • Abdul Rashid Dostun 

Yunus Qanoom The • Saved Eshaq Gilan 
candidacies of several • Hamid Karza 
northern warlords also • Mer Mohammac 
were approved by the Mafiiz Nidaii 

UN-Afghan run electoral • Wakhil Mangu 
board -- including the • Saved Abdul Had 
Uzbek General Abdul Dabir 
Rashid Dostum, who is • Abdul hasib Aryai 
based in the northern city • Homayoon Shah Asif 
of Mazar-i-Shariff. • Mohammad Ibrahin 
The list was cut down Rahid 
from 23 preliminary • Mohammad Yunu 
candidates. 1 hree were Qanoom 


The U S military in U S. military has said n 
Afghanistan has will not allow 

completed a "top-to- independent observers, 
bottom" rev ievv of its other than the 
detention facilities, and International Committee 
will change some prison of the Red Cross, to visit 
practices. The detainees. The Red Cross 

investigation comes as the findings arc not made 
government pushes for public. 

U S. troops to improve Afghan Independent 
their relations with locals. Human Rights 

U S. military spokesman Commissioner Ahmad 
Major Scott Nelson says. Nader Nadcry says the 
based on the rev iew, ban against visits makes il 
changes hav e already been impossible to v erify 
made at military prisons whether abuses arc taking 
throughout Afghanistan place 

"The things that were "We have no access, and 
found from the inspection it's very difficult for us to 
were identified, and there gel information. The only 
were corrective actions information we have is 
taken on those, which based on interviews." Mr 

means improvements in Nadery says 

the facilities on how The government also is 
detainees come into the concerned over tensions 
facilities, how they’re between its citizens and 
reported." Major Scott the U S forces in the 
Nelson says. country 

He said Monday that Major Nelson says 
details of the policy General Barno was called 
changes, along with the into a meeting with 
findings of the review President Hamid Karzai 
would be released in a last week to discuss the 
report at a later date. issue. 

The U S. commander in "Some Afghans have 
Afghanistan. Lieutenant complained that the 
General David Barno. coalition operations were 
ordered the investigation at times insensitive to 
earlier this year, following local customs and 

charges or abuse against courtesies, and that night 
Afghans in U S. custody operations were 

Some former prisoners disruptive." Major Nelson 
have reported beatings says, 
and sexual assault while He added that the U S-led 
in detention coalition forces believe 

The topic is a sensitive themselves to be "guests" 
one for the military, in Afghanistan, helping 
following a scandal provide security for the 
involving U S. prison government put in place 
guards allegedly torturing after the United Stales and 
detainees in Iraq its Afghan allies ousted 

Despite pressure from the former Taleban 
human rights groups, the administration 


KANDAHAR - 
Government forces acting on 
a lip captured four regional 
Taliban commanders and 
killed six other militants in 
two separate weekend raids 
in southern Afghanistan, a 
governor said Monday 
File Taliban commanders 
were captured Saturday 
during a raid on a home in 
Tarmkol. the capital of 
Afghanistan's Oruzgan 
province, said Jan 
Mohammed, the governor of 
the province. They offered 
no resistance 

Mohammed identified the 
men as Mullah Yaquh. 
Mullah Wali Mohammed, 
Mullah Taj Mohammed and 
Mullah Nasiein. all regional 
commanders of the militia 
None are believed to be in 
the senior inner circle close 
to Mullah Mohammed Omar, 
who has been on the run 
since his government was 


ousted in late 2001 
"Our forces captured them 
without tiring even a single 
shot." the governor said lie 
said the Taliban commanders 
were planning attacks against 
Afghan and coalition forces 
The captured men later told 
their Afghan interrogators 
that some more Taliban 
commanders along W ith their 
fighters vvere hiding in 
Kishai mountains in Shah 
Wali Kol district, about 95 
miles north of Kandahar 
"After getting .this 
information, we sent our 
forces there on Sunday, who 
after a shootout killed six 
Taliban and captured two 
others," Mohammed said lie 
said the Afghan forces did 
not suffer any casualties. 
Mohammed gave no further 
details lie also would not 
say who the dead and two 
captured Taliban were 


Moderate Earthquake Jolts Afghanistan, 
Neighboring Countries 

A moderate earthquake Pakistan, and Tashkent, Earthquakes, usua 
jolted Afghanistan and the capital of moderate, are comm 
neighboring countries Uzbekistan in Afghanistan a 

Tuesday but no damage The quake woke Pakistan 
or injuries were residents of Kabul, but A 5.7-niagnitude qua 
immediately reported, officials there and in hit northwestern Pakist 
officials said, towns across the country' on Feb 13, killing 

The tremor had a said they had no word on least 24 peop 
magnitude of 5.5 and any casualties or triggering landslides a 
was centered somewhere damage. demolishing hundreds 

in the Hindu Kush Anwar Khan of the homes 
mountains, according to Pakistani seismological In 1998, an earthqua 
Pakistan's state-run center in Peshawar said centered on Takf 
seismological center, and the quake occurred at province killed up 
was felt as far away as 6:17 a m. Afghan time 5,000 people in t 
Lahore, in eastern (0147 GMT), region. 
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